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stated that the latent capacities of individuals were in the
majority of cases, if not in all, far beyond what are usually
reached, and that the possibilities of increasing and develop-
ing these to their full extent depended on raising the vitality
of the nervous system to its highest degree. In every

individual vast numbers of cerebral cells probably remained
undeveloped, and although as yet no nerve centres had been
found corresponding to our knowledge of good and evil, of
justice and benevolence, of purity and veracity, it could

hardly be doubted that these had correlative neural equiva-
lents equally with the mental and intellectual faculties, and
they were therefore as much worthy of careful training.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON TUBERCULOSIS.

SITTINGS were held at 7, Whitehall-place, on April lst and
2nd, Sir Herbert Maxwell, Bart., M.P., being in the chair
The other Commissioners present were Dr. R. Thorne

Thorne, C.B., F.R.S., Professor G. T. Brown, C.B , Mr.
Shirley F. Murphy, Mr. J. Cooke Trench, and Mr. J. Speir,
The evidence was heard of three of the gentlemen
nominated by the Cattle Diseases Committee of the
Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture-namely,
Mr. B. St. John Ackers (chairman), of Gloucester-

shire, Mr. T. Carrington Smith, of Staffordshire, and
Mr. J. Kay, of Lancashire. The evidence of the witnesses

had reference, amongst other points, to the nature of the

disease, its extent in various herds of cattle, and to the loss
inflicted upon dairy farmers and agriculturists generally by
its prevalence. The view was expressed that a stamping-out
process, such as has been practised in the case of cattle

plague, foot and mouth disease, and pleuro-pneumonia, was
not applicable to tuberculosis, but that compensation should
be given to the owners of animals which when living were
apparently healthy, but which after slaughter were con-

demned and confiscated in the interests of the public health
by reason of the presence of the disease.

THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY.

THE proceedings of the Chemical Society, as becomes the
now largest affiliated branch of the Royal Society, are

invariably conducted with due decorum and with but little
excitement. The annual meeting of the Fellows on the
31st ult. was, however, an exception, on the occasion of

the election of a new president in succession to Mr. Vernon
Harcourt. The council had recommended Professor Dewar,
but for some reason a good number of the Fellows took

objection to the council’s recommendation and put forward
Professor Rgmsay to represent them in his stead. This
amounted to a vote of censure on the council’s discrimination,
and so there were important issues at stake, and in con-
sequence there met together a record gathering of the

Fellows. The method of ballot led to considerable confusion
and discomfort. It consisted in the Fellows coming forward
to the table and placing a voting paper in the basket

watched over by the scrutators, and giving in at the same
time their names. This procedure leads, of course, to the

gathering of a crowd round the tables, to gain access to
which is a struggle and for a voter to resume his own seat
even worse. It would be much simpler, and certainly more
comfortable, if the scrutators were to go round with their
baskets while the company remained seated. The result
of the election proved in favour of Professor Dewar,
although, through some doubt as to certain of the votes

being invalidated, the actual numbers were not disclosed.
The President-elect occupied the chair at the annual dinner
in the evening, when there were several distinguished
representatives of science present. Amongst these was
Lord Lister, who, in proposing prosperity to the Chemical
Society, remarked on the enormous growth of the society,
which was a fact curiously in contrast with the doubt that

had been expressed by a scientific man at the time of its
inception as to whether chemistry was a subject which would
sufficiently occupy the attention of a society. The society’s
rooms at Burlington House were now becoming insufficient
for the purpose. Other toasts were proposed by Professor
Crookes, Dr. Gladstone, and Dr. Russell, and amongst those
who replied were Professor Michael Foster, Sir John Evans,
and Professor Thomson. 

___

TREATMENT OF CHOREA BY EXERCISES.

As until recently in heart disease the value of rest
was well recognised, whilst that of exercise was over-

looked, so in other diseases in adopting one principle we
thereby often fail to see that its opposite may also have an
application. Most practitioners would insist on rest in the
acute stage of a case of chorea that was at all severe, but
they would never think of treating the chronic disease other-
wise than by drugs, though gymnastics are not ignored in
the list of remedies of the text-books. In a recent number
of the Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery (March,
1897) Dr. M’Kenzie and Dr. Galloway bear testimony to their
value which is decidedly convincing. A boy, aged eight
years, the subject of chorea, came under treatment for lateral
curvature of the spine. He was permitted to join a

gymnastic class and take light work. At first he could not
make the required movements, but he was allowed to con-
tinue and do the best he could. After the first lesson it was
evident that the incoordination was less marked. The
exercises were continued daily, and in less than a week every
sign of chorea had disappeared. The treatment was tried in
three other cases. In two no improvement occurred, but the
circumstances were very unfavourable, and the patients only
remained in the class a short time. The third was a girl,
aged eleven years, who had suffered from chorea for two
years, and had ceased to improve for several months, though
under competent supervision. After three weeks’ treatment
careful examination revealed only an occasional slight
incoordinate movement of the right foot in walking.

ELECTRIC LIGHTING IN MANCHESTER.

SOME remarkable statements were made at a recent meeting
of the City Council showing the rapid growth of electric
lighting in Manchester. Plant was put down in the first
instance to last, as was thought, for three years. In five

months the plant was increased sufficiently to last, as was
expected, twelve months, but it only sufficed for seven

months. Alderman Higginbottom, chairman of the Electric
Lighting Sub-committee, said : " Beginning with a capital
of .& 120.000, they had increased it to &pound;300,000, and that
would be gone this year, and in another six months they
would have to come to the council for another quarter of
a million for new plant." They began with 8000 sixteen-
candle lamps three years ago. Now there are over 70, 000.
It appears to be profitable to the city, for in the first

year expenses were covered, and in the second a hand-
some profit was made. Last year oCll,OOO of the profits
were given in aid of the rates, and the cost to consumers
was reduced 25 per cent., while this year it is said the cost
will be reduced by another 25 per cent., and a larger sum
given to the city in reduction of rates ; and in a few years,
Alderman Higginbottom added, "the new light will be within
the reach of every man." So much has the undertaking
increased that a new committee has now been formed-the

Electricity Committee-" to deal with all matters arising
under the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888." In spite,
however, of the extension of electric lighting, the consump-
tion of gas steadily increases, and the Gas Committee will
still have enough on their hands to occupy their best

energies. The use of gas for cooking and in various ways
for heating purposes, as well as for gas engines, is every day
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becoming greater, and will do something to lessen the canopy
of smoke which too often broods over Manchester.

THE ILLNESS OF MR. J. B. BAILEY.

WE regret to announce that Mr. J. B. Bailey, the librarian
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, is very seriously
ill. Mr. Bailey has been well known for some years to

readers in the library of the College, and many of the medical
profession have reason to be grateful for the help which he
was always so ready to afford to those who stood in need of it.

THE STRUCTURE OF NASMYTH’S MEMBRANE.

CONSIDERABLE light has been thrown on the structure
of Nasmyth’s membrane by the recent researches of Mr.
Paul of Liverpool. Hitherto this tissue has generally been
regarded as a thin layer of cementum, but from Mr. Paul’s
specimens there seems to be but little doubt that it is
at any rate epithelial in character, and therefore in all

probability a remnant of the enamel organ. He has shown
that the membrane is composed of two layers, the outermost
being composed of large flattened epithelial cells, beneath
which is a thin, translucent pellicle usually marked with
hexagonal impressions derived from the ends of the enamel
prisms. Mr. Tomes, who has been the principal advocate of
the cementum theory, has, in a letter in a recent issue of the
Deotccl Record, acquiesced in the views held by Mr. Paul.

STREET NOISES.

EASTBOURNE is once more to the fore in the suppression of
street nuisances. This time newsboys were in trouble.
Five or six shouting together were said to have been heard
at a distance of 300 yards. Five of the lads were defended,
it being argued that it was an idle suggestion that

vendors of newspapers could not cry in the streets. The

by-law was directed against continuous calling or shouting,
and it was submitted that unless the shouting was

deliberately and in such a manner as to cause annoy-
ance there was no offence. The bench were of opinion
that the by-law was reasonable and that there was no
doubt the shouting-in one case it was 6 o’clock A.M.--
was a nuisance. They expressed an opinion that this was
more the case in a town where there were many invalids,
such as Eastbourne; and, while discharging the lads with
a’ caution, they hoped their employers would give them
such instructions that they would not again get in trouble.
We in London are still patiently awaiting legislation of
this kind. 

___

INTESTINAL IRRIGATION.

IN a paper in the Ne7v Yor74 Medical Journal of March 13th
Dr. R. C. Kemp discusses the various uses of rectal irrigation
and describes a double-current irrigator which he uses for
this purpose. The apparatus is essentially the same as that
of the ordinary rectal douche, with the addition of a double-
current tube, which varies from four to fourteen inches in
length, the latter size being flexible. This method, as the
writer allows, is not novel, and it derives its chief interest
from the fact that in Dr. Kemp’s hands it has been made to
serve a great variety of purposes and has on the whole
fulfilled his expectations of its value as a means of treat-
ment. As in using the ordinary enema, the patient’s
position is carefully adapted to the end to be served
and the part of the colon to be reached by irrigation.
A variety of mild antiseptic solutions are employed.
Among the diseases said to have been thus treated success-
fully are, besides ordinary fsecal obstruction, colitis (simple
and membranous), gastro-enteritis, dysentery, and typhoid
fever. Shock, urasmia, and heamorrhage appear to have been
distinctly benefited by this means, warm, or in the last case

hot, saline solutions being used. Relief has in like manner
been afforded in cases of pelvic peritonitis, cystitis, and
inflammatory trouble in the prostate and adjacent structures.
By means of an apparatus which, like this, allows the
return of the fluids injected irrigation can be so carried
out that as much as several quarts may be passed
into and more or less freely ejected from the colon. We
observe that Dr. Kemp has used the irrigator very freely
in such diseases as dysentery and typhoid fever, and

apparently with advantage. We cannot but think, however,
that in morbid conditions like these, associated with inflam-
mation and usually also with ulceration, irrigation might
easily be overdone and prove injurious. The purpose in
view is antiseptic and so far logical, but it were surely best
to limit the use of the douche to the early stages of these
diseases and to, at most, a few occasions. Then, too, it
should prove of especial value by removing septic and

irritant matter and so reducing the dose of morbid poison in
the bowel. Its administration under such conditions is

certainly suggestive, and may very probably aid in abating
the severity of the enteric disorder.

THE NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR THE PARALYSED
AND EPILEPTIC, QUEEN-SQUARE.

THE festival dinner of this institution, over which the
Duke of Connaught presided, at the Hotel Metropole on
Friday, April 2nd, cannot be said to have been a success if
the amount subscribed on the occasion is not supplemented
by further donations. The sum of 10,000 is urgently
needed for the purpose of (1) re-arranging and enlarging the
out-patient department, (2) the acquisition of an open space
to be used as an airing court for male patients, (3) some
improvement in the accommodation provided for the nurses,
and (4) the completion of the building fund of the new
country and convalescent branch at Finchley. Yet in spite
of His Royal Highness’s eloquent appeal the secretary was
able to announce only the small sum of &pound;3000 as a result
of the dinner. As His Royal Highness said, "this hospital
was started thirty-five years ago, and during this time it has
steadily advanced in utility. It treats diseases which are

exceptional and require exceptional treatment, and not only
does it require that patients shall be kept in the hospital for
three months or six months, but sometimes for a year, and
even on the completion of that long time they are often unfit
to take part in any of the public duties of a citizen. It is
therefore of especial value that not only should inmates be
treated for their terrible diseases, but that some proportion
of them at least should receive pensions to enable them to
live after treatment." 

___

ADULTERATION. UNWHOLESOME FOOD, AND
MARGARINE.

MATTERS connected with the purity of food-supply are
coming very prominently before the public at the present
time. This may be mainly accounted for by the strong
efforts which are being made by certain of our legis-
lators to push through the proposed new Food and

Drugs Bill, which is to strengthen the hands of those

entrusted with the duty of keeping our daily food
free from objectionable admixture. There would be little

difficulty in carrying out effectively the provisions of the

present Act if all offences were of the remarkable

character of an instance reported last week. Certain

grocers in the Battersea district were convicted for

selling as arrowroot an article containing 100 per cent.

of borax, and as sago an article containing 100 per cent. of
tapioca. The blame was attached to a young assistant (how
often the young assistant is made the scapegoat) who had
failed to distinguish the articles. The possibilities of this

gross want of acumen on the part of the young assistant are


